
The development of artificial 
intelligence today is focused on 
machine learning. Machines learn 
by themselves to carry out tasks 
using examples that we teach them. 
The aim of these developments is 
to automate the maximum possible 
number of processes and to apply 
them to vast databases: to classify, to 
identify patterns, to predict behaviour 
and to carry out mass monitoring. The 
worst side of automatic learning is the 
one that is in keeping with our world of 
constant surveillance on a large scale,  
a world in which mass data are regarded 
as equivalent to natural resources and 
their exploitation, termed ‘data mining’.

If machines learn and do so in this 
context, what we need to champion is 
the bad pupil: everything that sidesteps 
the norm. If the world of artificial 

intelligence uses the metaphor of 
learning, what we need is to formulate 
a critical pedagogy. If the intention is 
for artificial intelligence to replicate that 
of humans on inhuman scales, what is 
required is to champion non-mimetic 
artificial intelligence that gives rise 
to unexpected relations and images. 
If visual culture today is expanding 
on its invisible side, the one on which 
machines generate images that only 
other machines will see, we need to 
consider how we can embody those 
images in order to undo their ghostly 
action in our surroundings.

This installation is representative of 
the research we did on artificial vision 
and image generation using deep 
learning neural nets between June 2017 
and April 2018.
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Estampa is a collective of directors, programmers and researchers who work in the 
realms of the experimental audio-visual and digital environments. Their practice is 
based on a critical and archaeological approach to audio-visual technologies, on 
the possibilities offered by interactive tools and on the resources of experimental 
animation. The projects they have carried out include Vomitorios (2018), Rotondes. 
Panorames i fases per a un espectador en moviment (2017), Rostro y código (2016), 
Speech Success (2015), Cartografia constant (2014), Atles visual dels centres de 
creació de Catalunya (2013), A la colònia penitenciària (2011) and La 72.024 mil·lèsima 
part d’un any (2007-2009). Their projects have been awarded grants by institutions 
in Spain and abroad, among them the National Film Board of Canada, Arte, CONCA, 
OSIC, Xarxaprod and Telenoika, and have been shown in art centres and cinemas such 
as the Anthology Film Archive, the Reina Sofía and Tate Modern. The members  
of Estampa are Roc Albalat, Pau Artigas, Marc Padró, Marcel Pié and Daniel Pitarch.

Barcelona Producció is a cycle dedicated to the emerging creativity of the city.
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